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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE,
LEEDS.

Small-pox in Leeds.-Hospital Concert in Holbeck.-Hospital
Gala in Roundhay Park.-Pollution of the River Aire.-Leeds
Public Di8pensary.

CONSIDERABLE alarm has been caused in the Burmantofts
portion of Leeds by the reports of cases of small-pox which
have occurred there, but inquiry among the medical men in
that part of the town, and from the medical officer of health
for the borough (Dr. Cameron), shows that at present there is
no cause for alarm. So far the disease is confined to those
poor and densely crowded districts lying to the east of the
borough. The officials of the Sanitary Department are exert-
ing all their energies towards preventing a spread of the
disease. All persons suffering from it have been isolated and
their houses disinfected. Other inmates of the houses have
also, as far as practicable, been isolated for a short time. The
disease seems to have been developed in one of the East End
lodging houses, and there can be no doubt that the oppres-
sive atmosphere has increased the chances 'of the disease
travelling from place to place. The following official state-
ment has been supplied to the press by Dr. Cameron: " Dur-
ing the week ending 10 A.M. Saturday, August 20th, seven
cases of small-pox have been reported to the department.
They have all been isolated, and their houses disinfected.
As far as practicable other inmates of the homes have also
been isolated for a short time. The medical officer has reason
to think that he has a clue to, the infection of most of these
cases. By his direction the inspectors have visited during
the week upwards of 2,000 houses in the neighbourhood of
the known cases, but in only one of the 2,000 houses was
a suspicious case found. This doubtful case was isolated,
and the house disinfected. It remains at present under
observation. Dr. Cameron does not consider that there is
any need for alarm or panic; at the same time he thinks it
would be well if persons who have not been recently vacci-
nated would avail themselves of an early opportunity of that
being done."
The annual Sunday Festival for Holbeck and district took

place on Sunday, August 21st, in the Holbeck Recreation
Ground; the proceeds, as usual, being devoted to the medical
charities. The weather was delightfully fine and an immense
concourse of people came together. The amount realised by
the concert was £47.
There will, it is anticipated, be a profit of about £300 on

the Hospital Gala held in Roundhay Park on Bank Holiday.
The weather was much against such a splendid financial re-
sult as that of last year.
With a view to bringing about some practical result from

the conference on the condition of the Aire held in Leeds two
months ago, representatives of the local authorities from
Skipton to Shipley met last week at Keighley, by invitation
of the Mayor and Corporation. The various bodies were well
represented, and there were also present Dr. Kendal (Chair-
man of the Sanitary Committee of the County Council) and
Mr. H. Sugden (Vice-chairman). After considerable discus-
sion, in which it was urged that the Government ought to in-
quire into the treatment of the different trade effluents, and
show how they could be dealt with, leaving the different
local bodies to deal with the traders, Mr. Rhodes (Shipley)
moved and Mr. J. Sugden (Oakworth) seconded: " That the
Sanitary Committee of the West Riding County Council
should be asked to employ a chemical expert, who should
advise local authorities as to the best way of treating trade
effluents." This was carried; after which Mr. B. S. Brigg
stated that shortly the local manufacturers would hold a
meeting to discuss the treatment of trade effluents.
The annual meeting of the trustees and subscribers to the

Leeds Public Dispensary was held last week, when Mr. Swale
read the 68th annual repoit, which showed that the institu-
tion still maintained an important position among the chari-
ties of the town. During the year, 34,468 patients had been
treated, an increase of 1,500 over the previous year, notwith-
standing that there had been no such widespread epidemic of
influenza as there was in 1891, nor prevalence of any in-

fectious disease. The number of patients visited at their own
homes was 3,023, entailing 15,997 visits by the ordinary staff.
The number of deaths were 323, the lowest number recorded
since the opening of the present building. The number of
accidents treated had been 1,923, being an increase of 280 over
last year. The number of operations performed was almost
double that of last year. The committee regretted that the
balance against the treasurer had this year increased from
£192 to £380. The congregational collections showed a fall-
ing off as compared with the previous year, but the work-
people's contributions had again increased from £511 to £542.
The Chairman proposed the adoption of the report, and Mr.
Sydney Lupton having seconded the motion, it was adopted.
The Chairman said the committee would be glad if the public
would pay a visit to the Dispensary any morning between
8.30 and 9 o'clock, and see not two or three, but 200 or 300
patients waiting to be attended to. Votes of thanks to the
Chairman, the staff, and the committee were passed.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
Newcastle Infirmary.-Dr. Heath's Legacy.

THE quarterly meeting of the infirmary governors was held
last week. The Chairman, in the course of an address, gave
the particulars of the receipts for this year, from January lst to
July 27th. There was an increase of £171 in subscriptions,
which amounted to £2,398, an increase of £102 in donations,
but a decrease of £372 in working men's contributions, which
amounted to £1,530-this being no doubt due to the disastrous
strikes which have recently occurred. With regard to the
proposed new infirmary, the chairman said a very important
meeting had been held of the committee appointed to consider
the matter, and that there was a difference of opinion as to
the site of the new building, some being in favour of the pre-
sent position, and others against. A town's meeting would
again be called to decide this question; the chairman hoped
they would all pull together, and that the minority would be
loyal to the decision arrived at. Some correspondence is
taking place in the Ne2wastle Daily Journal, upon the new in-
firmary scheme. The first letter, written under the signature
"Scrutator," suggests that the opposition to the scheme is
due to the feeling that the present institution is managed
solely in the interests of the College of Medicine, and that the
two institutions are worked by too small a staff. An un-
warrantable attack is made upon Dr. Arnison, which is, how-
ever, amply atoned for by " M.D." in the second one.
With regard to the bequest to the infirmary by the late Dr.

Heath of £8,000, it appears that there was a flaw in the will,
which has been disputed, and the institution now receives
only £5,000.

SHEFFIELD.
Precautions against Smoall-pox.-Notification of Infectious

Dioeases.-A Centenarian.-The Public Hospital.
WrTH small-pox in the districts around, the health authori-
ties are right in bestirring themselves in the matter of doing
what can be done to detect and immediately deal with any
case that may be introduced into the town. A lesson was
learnt from the late epidemic which is not likely to be thrown
away. A discussion lately took place at the meeting of the
Sheffield guardians as to proceeding against those parents
who were neglecting to have their children vaccinated. The
Chairman remarked that in the late epidemic many who
until then stood out as antivaccinators had, when the
danger was brought close home to them, been glad to avail
themselves of the protection afforded by vaccination. At the
Chesterfield meeting of guardians a different view of matters
was taken, for it was determined to await the report of the
Royal Commission before taking any steps. There seems to
be a prospect of the visitation of small-pox to this latter town
being somewhat severe, and it will be curious to watch the
future action of the guardians.
The Bakewell sanitary authority, by a majority of votes,

has decided against a motion that was introduced for the
adoption of the Notification of Diseases Act. It is curious
that whilst this was refused opportunity was taken to scold
medical men for not notifying cases.
Mention was made in a former letter of a centenarian
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woman who was living at Mapperley. She has recently
died, leaving six children, whose united ages amount to
351 years. There remain also 64 grandchildren, 149 great-
grandchildren, as well as 34 great-great-grandchildren.
At the annual meeting, held recently, of the Public Hospi-

tal a satisfactory account was given of the work done there,
and it is expected that before long steps will be taken towards
the new buildings which are in contemplation.

CORRESPONDENCE,
ARE THE LICENTIATES OF A COLLEGE OF

PHYSICIANS NOT PHYSICIANS?
I.

Sra,-The question-Are Licentiates in Physic physicians?
-thus raised by the circular of the London College, which is
discussed and criticised by the Editor in the last number of
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, is a very momentous one.
By law, by diploma, and by established custom they have
been so designated up to this date. "Physician and Sur-
geon " is the common style of the door-plate of great numbers
of the Licentiates of the College under the Conjoint Examin-
ing Board. If surgeons by reason of their connection with
the College of Surgeons, why not physicians in virtue of their
connection with the College of Physicians ?
The vast majority of the Licentiates have never acquiesced

in the by-law of the College which it is stated has been
passed, prohibiting its Licentiates from calling themselves
Doctors. All the more so because such by-law has never
been enforced by the College, and is notoriously and openly
violated every day. But for this by-law there was a pedantic
semblance of reason because " Doctor " is a sort of translation
of M..D., and may be held to imply a claim to the possession
of an university degree, although in fact and custom it does
not, for a person who doctors the sick has always and will
always be a doctor, and addressed as such to the end of the
chapter.
But is a diplomate of the College of Physicians licensed to

practise physic no longer to be a physician? This is what
the circular means as worded: "a Physician is now under
penalty of incurring the displeasure and censure of the Col-
lege, with all its attendant consequences, if he takes part in
the sale of a practice, or the transfer of patients in any other
form for a pecuniary consideration." But a Licentiate may do
so; thus a Licentiate is declared not to be a Physician.
The Licentiates unfortunately are a scattered body without

organisation, and therefore without any voice or influence
in their own affairs or in the College. But for the assistance
which the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL gives them from time
to time, they would be helpless, as they are now in an
organic sense dumb.' To the dumb and helpless but little
consideration is given. I would suggest that unless this edict
be withdrawn, or its wording altered and otherwise inter-
preted, the Licentiates do meet and organise in order to
assert their rights, and so watch over their own interests and
claim a voice and share in the management of the College
(which is mainly supported out of funds which they have
supplied), as is being done in the case of the Members of the
College of Surgeons. Perhaps some public-spirited Licen-
tiates will come forward and form a committee for the pur-
pose. I am sure it would be a public benefit, and meet with
marked success.-I am. etc.. LOGIC.

THE HONOUR OF A PHYSICIAN.
II.

Sra,-It may be well to point out that, however the wording
of the resolution and of the postscript of stated principles
explaining and justifying that resolution may suggest severe
criticism, such as that of the. leading article of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 20th) the object of the College
in passing that resolution is not to infringe in any way upon
the rights and privileges of Licentiates, but its object is to
draw tighter the bonds of discipline among Fellows and
Members, and authoritatively to forbid transactions in the
transfer among Fellows and Members-and only among them
-of successions or introductions to) practice.

It is, of course, well known. that a great many Fellows and

Members-perhaps even most, if not all, of those engaged in
what is commonly known as consulting practice-have a large
number of family patients whom they treat in illness without
the intervention of any general practitioner and for the ordi-
nary run of everyday maladies. A considerable number are,
in fact, in such cases the ordinary family attendants, except
that they will not undertake surgical operations, and that the
fee is a guinea for each consultation, or nominally So. This
direct treatment of patients-what is known as family con-
sulting practice-forms a very large and profitable part of
many consulting practices, and enters largely into pretty
nearly all.

It was to check the traffic-alleged to be an increasing
traffic-in the clienles of this character that the new ordinance
has been passed. The College does not interfere, and docs
not intend to interfere, with the sale of practices by Licen-
tiates, or with any form of transfer of patients for a pecuniary
consideration among them, whether by way of direct pur-
chase or of the purchase of the lease of the house, etc., which
is the seat of practice at an entrance price, as a sort of con-
sideration for the goodwill, or for the transference of public
or private appointments. But it does intend to visit with its
displeasure any such transactions among its Fellows and
Members after the plain intimation which has now been given.
This resolution has been passed and this intimation was

given in consequence of its being explained, in the case of
one such transaction between a Fellow and a Member
recently brought to the notice of the College, that it wasdone without any suspicion that it was one of which the
College would not approve or that any impropriety attached
to it. Hence the issue of the circular on which the JOURNAL
comments. But it should be well understood that its issue
was limited to Fellows and Members only, and that it doesnot concern Licentiates in any way.
With the question raised as to the wording of the last para-graph of the circular as to the meaning of the word " physician "

and the restrictions there imported into it, and the further
question why one class is free to impose restraint upon the
freedom of patients and the other is not, it is not the object
of this letter to deal, but only to make plain that it is not the
object of the College in any way to restrain the freedom of
Licentiates; while it is its object to strengthen and maintain
the professional dignity of its Fellows and Members. It willbe observed that it has the fullest legal as well as moral right(and therefore duty) to do this in the one case and not in the
other, as the Fellows are fully represented in the Council and
are consulted in all such matters as this, while the Licentiates
of course are not so represented in the governing body, and
could not fairly be dealt with in the same way.

It is the honour and traditions, not the position of the
physician, with which the College was mainly concerned indrawing up this restriction and circular, and this will excuse
the verbal difference between the title of this letter and the
leading article of August 20th, on which it comments.
No doubt the JOURNAL, with its customary candour, will

not object to publish this communication in its columns indefence of the recent action of the College of Physicians,
although it may seem to run counter to some of the views
editorially expressed.-I am, etc., FIAT JUSTITIA.
THE POSITION OF THE LICENTIATE OF THE ROYAL

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.
III.

SIB,-Your leading article in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of August 20th on the position of the physician and the free-
dom of the patient in relation to the resolution recently
passed by the Royal College of Physicians of London, has
suggested to me the query as to what is the position of the
Licentiate of the College. Sir, I take it that the Licentiate
has no desire to be debarred from selling his practice. If the
Fellows and Members choose to be so debarred at the bidding
of the Censors' Board, that is their affair. I am quite sure that
the Licentiates as a body would not eubmit to it in these
latter days. The point, however, in your article dealing with
the right or otherwise of a Licentiate to call himself a physi-
cian, and other questions arising out of that, are, the ones I
desire to ventilate. s8 not this ever recurring question of
titles altogether a farce? It has been decided by eminent
legal authorities that a Licentiate of that eminently respect-


